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or Falerin. For, the repeated abduction of Guine-
vere is a curiosity of mythology, which deserves to be
noted. We have good authority for the legends that
Mordred, Boors and Gawuin were among these abduc-
tors (Loomis, p. 342, quoting Soiautier IV. 31U and
Chrestien). For the episodes of her abduction by
Melwus and Faleriu, the reader might Le retc-rred to
Prof. Sir John Rhys'a work on the Arthurian
Legend (pp. 56 and <3S). It is true that at present,
the idea of the identity of Guinevere \vith Proserpine
holds the field, and is backed up by very high
authority. It originated with M. Gastorj Paris who
saw the similarity between the rape of Proserpine by
Pluto and the abduction of Guinevere- by Mel was.
That opinion is backed up by such authority & MS
Prof. Bhys, who wTould make or ilelwas " an echo of
the King of the other world.'' There is son:e diffi-
culty, however, in splitting up even 4* the gloomy l)is "
into so many Celtic abductors.
But the fickleness of Guinevere might be explain-
ed not only by attempting to identify her with Pro-
serpine but with some other goddess of Aryan mytho-
logy. Thus we read in Mahabharata (XII, 225, 228)
of the ''fickleness" of Cri or Lakshmi who "lived once
with the Danavas, then with the gods, and then witb
Indra " (Jacobi in ERE, II, 808). The goddess
Lakshmi is indeed an excellent parallel for Queen
Guinevere for it is said of the former: " inconstant and
capricious art and thou apsociateet with many." She
herself is made to observe that amongst the people